Points to Ponder for High School at Home

Additional notes

By Sheri Hagemann
First off, please know that I am fully aware that not everyone is at the same point in their walk with the Lord; and that perhaps that there are some who do not have one to begin with.  My goal for this lecture is not to condemn or seem lofty in my approach.  Rather, it is to provide you with some backbone ideas to further your knowledge of what it takes to homeschool a high school student.  These notes are a combination of my personal experience, my personal research into the matter, and infusing information gleaned from other homeschooling parents.  This is my story.  It will be your job to take this material and use what you can, expand where necessary [and that is the majority of it right there-you will have to use this as a springboard] to then roll it all into creating YOUR STORY for YOUR FAMILY.  What applies to my children, and the ideas or philosophies may not match your needs, so pick and choose, and then let the rest lie.  The most important thing to take from the lecture is that you must do your homework, and be consistent in working toward the end goal-to graduate your student from your homeschool.
[image: image1.wmf]   Most helpful idea: Take these notes, the resource list and any other documents 

               you collect/find on the internet and through your searches to compile a high 

               school notebook to refer back to, throughout the years.  I laminated the papers,

               and bound them with 3 jump clips, to make a sturdy and most helpful book for 

               easy reference.  Putting them into a 3-ring binder in page protectors is another

               great approach.  However you choose to save these, do it so you can find easily

               find it.  You’ll be glad you did!
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#1:  Keep in mind that at certain times in this journey, the 2 triangles will overlap-esp.

       during the final stretch (late Jr. year to all of Senior year), due to the deadlines for 

      college application submissions, testing dates, scholarship requirements and so 

      forth.  It doesn’t mean you will produce a child that is overly worldly-focused, but

      [coming from a Christian point of view] try your best to keep the top tier of the God

      oriented triangle above the others. In fact, maintaining a good walk with prayer 

      and devotional time, will ensure a more peaceful experience for you, and your   

      family.

#2:  Try to recall and retain those “tricks of the trade” that kept their attention and 

       appealed to them when they were in the younger grades.  Take those techniques 

       and simply beef them up to [or slightly past] their ability levels, so that you avoid 

       having a student who is bored, frustrated, or “checked out”.  Tossing out the “fun” 

       the lower levels experience, in favor of returning to all textbook instruction- is 

       not a wise option.  Also, placing unnecessary pressure on them to succeed, or 
      expecting them to complete every course, every page and every book [which we 
      know no other educational institute does] is just another sure fire way of killing the

      love of learning.
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#3, #4 and #5: 

      Use this information to map your potential framework…this is the part where you 

      will be spending a lot of time doing research.   Take lots of notes, work through a 
      general layout then break it down to the 4 year goals (keep it general but not

      vague), then spend the most time on your current year approaching.

     #5:  Be creative, little more than the PS-
              For courses, you can blend more than one subject together to get more than
             one credit. For example:  we do mostly literature reading for high school-so 

             when we worked through the Sonlight  20th Century World History course,  I was

             able to give my students credit for history and for Lang. Arts/Lit. I called that 

             20th Century World Literature [then had a semester’s worth of writing/grammar, 

             etc. credit under Classical Roots of the English Language , as they were doing

             a couple mini-curriculums that taught just that, and I added the writing from the SL course

             to that section, since a lot of it was a part of the program-as there was enough to spread 

             around.]  That SL program had my kids reading more books than most adults will ever read,

             so I could give them credit for 2 subjects and not be “fluffing it” on the transcripts.  So keep 
             your options open, and look for dual purpose curriculums to not only give you more credit giving

             abilities, but also to knock out some of these requirements-it is a real time saver too (especially if

             your student is working or involved in sports/comm. service, etc.).
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          The GPA: Donna Young has a great breakdown on the different point assignments for each grade. 

          So check there first (if not using a program) to see what an A- or whatever is worth.  Frankly, I 

          highly recommend that you purchase a software program that does all this for you-it is a huge time

          saver…but if you only have one student or are coming into this late in the game-then forgo that.

          It will be a bit more work on your part, but will save you money in the long run.  If you have more 

          students coming up, then it will be one of the best purchases you will make.  
**You can count some 8th grade courses.  Again, this depends on your state’s requirements, and what they allow.  Jr. High is a good time to start practicing and working through all the bugs.  

***Volunteer/Community Service credits-I have heard from my local area guidance counselors that colleges in our area are looking mostly to see what the child did during  their high school years-not prior to.  So I only listed those hours/events which they acquired during that time.  But I have been informed by a friend, that their state allows for them to credit prior hours [like 6th grade and up] to get them to reach the required comm. service hours (I am thinking it was around 30 hours worth!  Yes, that is a lot of hours!) –so again, this is where you need to be a super sleuth and know your state law.
****If your student’s grades are way off of their ACT/SAT scores, it will red flag your transcript-so be real and do not hand out grades they didn’t earn.  If your child gets a low score on their ACT math section and the college checks their transcript grade for it (say it states it as an A+) it will create a cloud of doubt –close and in range is acceptable, on opposite ends of the spectrum is not.
#6:  Be sure to give the homeschoolers credit for their hard work, list the HS codes.

       I did check them prior to this, but look on the sites-they are listed.
      The resource list has many links to finding good material to help your child study for 

       these.  Please, please remember-this is a test, and can in no way measure all the 

       wonderful qualities your child possesses.  Do not let the results define your child!

       The HS books in the resource list, also spend a great amount of time discussing the

       pros and cons of these tests-so be sure to research that as well.  Also, knowing 

       what the colleges need prior to taking them will save you money and undue stress.  
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#7:  Refer to the reference list for more help to figure this all out.  Start with your local

       libraries, then buy the ones that work best for you. You will be referring to them 

       over and over again-so keep them handy.  Now it is your turn to dig into this to 

       start writing YOUR STORY!  And remember dear friend-this is supposed to be 

       fun-the most wonderful season of your life with your teen!

Write this out and keep it posted where you can see it!
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Amplified Version:

Galatians 6:9

And let us not lose heart and grow weary and faint in acting nobly and doing right, for in due time and at the appointed season we shall reap, if we do not loosen and relax our courage and faint.
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